May 19, 2020

The Center for Peace, Hiroshima University

The 2020 Students’ Peace Summit in Hiroshima

Description of the Purpose of the Summit

The postwar international community has advocated and nurtured a spirit of
international cooperation based on freedom and openness. If progress in the integration
of the global economy is considered a boon for human beings, then the associated
repercussions in outlying regions of the world is manifest in issues that include poverty;
climate change; public health problems such as infectious diseases, both new and
recurring; and innumerable refugees in the developing world that increasingly suffer
under a system of exploitation. It would be difficult for any one nation to solve these
global issues alone, and thus cross-border cooperation on a global scale is necessary. This
has become our new reality. The global community has had to confront these worldwide
problems by strengthening systems of global cooperation primarily through the efforts
of the United Nations. These initiatives include the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and others. While debate
continues over many of these issues, rather than taking an anti-globalist stance, the
global community has cooperated in the effort to overcome the flaws inherent in

globalization.

The recent coronavirus pandemic has triggered movements that threaten to
overturn the global systems of cooperation that have been constructed over the 75 years
since the end of World War II, although no one country can solve this problem on its own.
Ironically, each country is almost completely preoccupied by its own domestic situation;
rampant attitudes of “our own country first” lead countries to abandon international
cooperation resulting in hatred among peoples. As people turn their backs on the spirit
of tolerance, the threat of discrimination and violence is increasing. Even within each
country, rural and outlying regions are becoming isolated, and the global public health
“authority” of organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO) has been

impaired.

It is under these circumstances that Hiroshima University — which has long

advocated peace — looks toward the “post-coronavirus” age rationally, searches for peace



through international cooperation in order to avoid the pitfalls of nationalism, and hopes
to provide concrete proposals. As part of these efforts, we want students — those in the
next generation who will be responsible for the future — to debate and discuss peace in

the post-coronavirus age.

It is for this purpose that we will hold 2020 Students’ HIROSHIMA Summit to

Think about Peace in Hiroshima.
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